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1. Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d), which papers 
have been placed of record in the file. 

2. Claims 21-40 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. 

In claim 21, line 3, "the message" lacks antecedent basis since only a message cell is 
recited previously; line 7, "each message cell'* lacks antecedent basis since only one message 
cell is recited previously. 

In claim 23, line 2, "the frame network" and "the virtual connection", each lacks 
antecedent basis. 

In claim 25, line 1, "the insert fimctions" lacks antecedent basis. 

In claim 26, line 4, "the asynchronous transfer mode forum" lacks antecedent basis. 

In claim 27, lines 2-3, "the fiirther assigned connection-particular transmission 
parameter" lacks antecedent basis. 

In claim 28, line 1, "the insert fimctions", line 3, "the lowest specified cell delay variation 
tolerance value", each lacks antecedent basis. 

In claim 29, lines 1-2, "the second packet-oriented communication network" has no clear 
antecedent. 

In claim 30, lines 3-4, "the user_priority information", "the tag control information data 
field", and "the Ethernet-encoded tag header", each lacks antecedent basis. 

In claim 35, it is unclear as to what is intended to be the claimed limitation for a 
communication arrangement. Is it intended to be a method or an apparatus? By reciting that the 
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communication arrangement comprising "priorities", "insert tools" and "further assign tools" 
cannot support the claim as an apparatus claim since "priorities" has no physical feature 
presented as an element for an apparatus, and "insert tools" and "further assign tools" can be 
implemented as a hardware, firmware or software, which render the claim vague and indefinite 
since both tools are not necessary to be considered as parts of an apparatus. 

Furthermore, in claim 35, line 8, claim 36, line 6, it is confiising for reciting "second 
communication network". Are they referring to the second packet-oriented communication 
network as in claim 35, lines 2-3? 

In claim 38, it is unclear as to what is intended to be the claimed limitation for a 
communication device by reciting that the communication device comprising "insert tools" and 
"further assign tools" since the "insert tools" and "further assign tools" can be implemented as a 
hardware, firmware or software, which render the claim vague and indefinite because both tools 
are not necessary to be considered as parts of an apparatus. 

In claim 39, line 6 and claim 40, lines 3 and 5, it is confusing for reciting "second 
communication network". Are they referring to the second packet-oriented communication 
network as in claim 38, Unes 2-3? 

3. Claims 21-40 would be allowable if rewritten or amended to overcome the rejection(s) 
under 35 U.S.C. 112, 2nd paragraph, set forth in this Office action. 

4. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

The subject matter of all claims is allowable over the prior art of record because all prior 
arts fail to teach or suggest a method or an apparatus for at least partially transmitting a message 
cell in an access communication network via a packet-oriented communication network, the 
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access communication network having priorities that can be assigned to the message cell, the 
message cell is transmitted via the access conraiunication network in accordance with the 
priorities assigned by: adding the message cell to a user data field of a data packet of the packet- 
oriented communication network, the message cell added to the same user data field having the 
same assigned priority, deriving a transmission priority from the priority of the added message 
cell; assigning the derived priority to the data packet, and partially transmitting the data packet 
according to the assigned transmission priority via the packet-oriented communication network. 

Any conraients considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Kilkki et al. *778 & *617, Chase et al. *524, '671, '611 & U 18, Yazaki et al. 453 & *470, 
McDysan, and Dugeon et al. are all cited to show the conmion feature of traffic management for 
ATM cell transmission utilizing transmission priorities similar to the claimed invention. 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Alpus H. Hsu whose telephone number is (571)272-3146. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F (5:30-3:00) First Friday Off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jay Patel can be reached on (571)272-2988. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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